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Message from Miss Spark 

As we reach the end of what has been an incredibly busy and successful term, I have been reflecting on just 

how much our children have achieved. It has been a real joy to see so many pupils flourish in different ways, 

whether through their learning, creativity, sporting achievements, performances, leadership opportunities or 

acts of kindness.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our wider school community for the warm welcome you have 

given me. I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the children, staff and families over the past two terms. It 

has been a privilege to become part of such a supportive and caring school community, and I am grateful for 

the kindness and encouragement that has been shown to me since joining Freegrounds. 

Children have continued to demonstrate their creativity and artistic talents across the school as we reach the 

end of term. Year 3 have produced some wonderfully imaginative purses inspired by their Roman topic. I 

would like to extend my thanks to all the adults who came into school to support the children with their 

sewing. Year 5 have added the finishing touches to their clay Greek pots, which look particularly impressive. 

One of the highlights of my week came when I was invited into the hall by Year 4 children. They had written 

persuasive letters asking me to increase the number of flowers around our school grounds in order to 

encourage more pollinating insects. I was  impressed by the quality of their writing and the strength of the 

arguments they presented. As a result of their efforts, you may have noticed some colourful new plant pots 

appearing around the school grounds.  

Year 6 also wowed us all with their fantastic production of We Will Rock You. The performances were truly 

outstanding, and it was a pleasure to see so many children thriving on stage. The confidence, energy and talent 

on display made for a memorable show that staff, parents and pupils thoroughly enjoyed. We certainly have 

some stars of the future amongst us! 

This time of year always brings mixed emotions as we celebrate achievements while saying goodbye to 

members of our school family. We would like to wish Mrs Husslebee and Miss Cockram every success as they 

move on to new opportunities. Both have made a significant and positive contribution to Freegrounds Junior 

School and will be greatly missed by staff and children alike. We also say farewell to our wonderful Year 6 

children. They have been fantastic ambassadors for the school, and we have treasured the time they have 

spent with us. We are incredibly proud of all they have achieved and wish them every success as they begin 

their next adventure at secondary school.  Alongside these farewells comes the excitement of welcoming new 

staff and children to Freegrounds in September. We look forward to the opportunities, achievements and 

experiences that another school year will bring. 

Finally, I would like to wish all our children and families a relaxing, safe and fun-filled summer break. Thank you 

for your continued support throughout the year. We look forward to welcoming everyone back in September 

for another exciting year at Freegrounds Junior School. 
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Staffing Update 
 
We would like to say a huge thank you to Miss Williams, who joined the team again this term to 
cover Juniper class when Miss Timm’s started her maternity leave. As before, Miss Williams has 
been a fantastic addition to our team and we have felt very lucky to have her back. We wish her 
luck with her next venture and hope to see her again soon.  

 
 
We are delighted to announce that Mr Cull, our sports coach, has retuned to 
school following is long term injury. Mr Cull started with us early in December, but 
unfortunately broke his leg badly and has been unable to work until recently. Mr 
Cull will be continuing with us from September, and we are excited about the 
positive impact he will have across PE lessons and wider sports opportunities 
during the next academic year.  
 
 

Mrs Blake, one of our Assistant Headteachers, has been asked to support at Freegrounds Infant 
school for two days per week in the Autumn term. As you may be aware, the infant school are 
currently recruiting for a new Headteacher to start in January, and Mrs Blake will be supporting 
Miss Holmes (the Infant school Acting Headteacher) each Monday and Tuesday until the new 
Headteacher starts. She remains committed to us at the Juniors, and will be in school fulfilling 
her usual roles Wednesday-Friday during this time.  

Freegrounds Junior School’s World Cup tournament 
 
Throughout the FIFA World Cup tournament, we have been holding our own whole school 
football tournament. Teachers and children were allocated teams at random at the start of the 
tournament and have worked their way through group matches and the knock out stages across 
the course of the past month or so. Our very own World Cup table has been on display in the 
school hall and scores have been updated after each match.  
 
It has been amazing to see such team work, resilience and enthusiasm amongst the children in 
each team and across the school. Teams were made up from girls and boys from Years 3-6 who 
put their names forward to be involved. Staff have coached and ref’d the games during break 
and lunchtimes.  
 
On Friday 17th July, at 9:00am, the whole school gathered on the field to watch the final– 
England v Scotland. Mrs Blake’s and Miss Chun’s teams were evenly matched and the game 
went to extra time and penalties. Scotland were victorious! A huge well done to everybody 
involved, this has been a fantastic event with superb community spirit on display.  



Reading 
 

Summer Reading Challenge 2026  
The annual Reading Challenge returns to Hampshire Libraries this summer from 11th July.  

 
Participating in the Summer Reading Challenge is a great incentive to keep on 

reading throughout the school holidays.  

Read any six books and tell your local library volunteer about them  

Receive a sustainably-produced medal and certificate from your local library for 

completing the challenge 

Bring your certificate to school (or email us) by Friday 26
th
 September to enter 

our prize draw to win a token for our book vending machine (1 token per year 

group).  

Visit your local library or https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ to sign up. 

 

 

 

FREE BOOKS!  

As well as accessing free physical books at the library, you can download 

eBooks and audio books for free using SORA  

Our online library, which is provided by Hampshire School Library Service, includes the Sora 
reading platform.  This allows a range of eBooks and audio books to be borrowed free of charge. 
To access this site, type soraapp.com in your web browser, select Freegrounds Junior School, 

then log in with your child’s Google Classroom details.  

 

 

 

 

Exciting News! 

Over the summer, we will be converting one of our spare classrooms into a brand new library. 
We hope to continue inspiring children to read and promoting a love of reading. It would be great 
if you could remind children of this exciting development as their return to school approaches. 
Check out our social media pages for photo updates before the start of term! 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/


Manipulative Play Area Plea 



Year 3 
 
It is hard to believe we have reached the end of another fantastic year! Our final month together has been 

incredibly busy (and warm!), and the children have continued to impress us with their enthusiasm, 

resilience and determination right until the very end. 

We have completed our exciting Roman topic by reflecting on 

everything we have learnt throughout the term. The children carefully 

considered the different reasons why the Romans invaded Britain 

before creating persuasive posters explaining what they believed was 

the most significant reason for the invasion. They supported their 

opinions with historical evidence and also explored the lasting impact 

the Romans have had on Britain today, from roads and language to 

towns and laws. It was wonderful to see them using their historical 

knowledge so confidently and justifying their ideas. 

One of the highlights of the month was making our own Roman coin 

purses. This practical activity really brought our learning to life, and the 

children were incredibly proud of their finished creations. A huge thank 

you to all of the parent helpers who gave up their time to support us 

with this activity. Your help made such a difference, and we are 

incredibly grateful for your generosity and enthusiasm. 

In English, the children had great fun stepping back in time by imagining they had visited a Roman 

restaurant! They wrote entertaining food reviews, commenting on everything from the service to the 

unusual Roman menu choices. Their writing was full of humour, ambitious vocabulary and imaginative 

descriptions, and it was wonderful to see so many children confidently adapting their writing style for a 

specific audience. 

Our science lessons have focused on light and shadows, where the 

children have carried out a series of investigations to deepen their 

understanding. They explored how shadows are formed when an opaque 

object blocks light, preventing it from travelling through. Using scientific 

equipment, they investigated how changing the position of the light source 

or the object affected the size, shape and position of the shadow. The 

children made careful observations, identified patterns in their results and 

used scientific vocabulary to explain that shadows become larger when an 

object moves closer to the light source and smaller when it moves further 

away. They showed excellent enquiry skills by making predictions before 

testing their ideas. 

This month we have been learning all about 3D shapes. The children have identified and described a 

range of shapes using mathematical vocabulary such as faces, edges and vertices. They also became 

shape detectives during our 3D shape hunt, spotting examples of cubes, cuboids, cylinders, cones, 

spheres and pyramids in the real world. It was fantastic to see them making links between their 

classroom learning and the environment around them. 

I would like to say how incredibly proud we are of every child in Year 3. Despite the extremely warm 

weather over the past few weeks, they have shown remarkable resilience, continued to work hard and 

maintained such positive attitudes to their learning. Their kindness, enthusiasm and willingness to 

challenge themselves have made this a truly memorable year. Thank you also to all of our parents and 

carers for your continued support throughout the year. Your encouragement at home and willingness to 

help with school events and activities has been greatly appreciated. 

It has been an absolute privilege to teach your wonderful children. They have made me laugh every 
single day, amazed me with their curiosity and kindness, and I know they are more than ready for the 
exciting challenges of Year 4. We wish you all a happy, relaxing and well-deserved summer holiday!  

 

 



Year 4 
 

Welcome to our final Year 4 newsletter of the year. We can hardly believe how quickly this year 

has passed! 

Thank you for your continued support throughout the year. Working together has helped us to 

support and nurture your child, and we very much appreciate everything you have done. It has 

been a pleasure to watch the children grow in confidence, knowledge and independence over 

the course of the year. 
A highlight of this month has been the release of our class butterflies.  They metamorphosised 

really quickly due to the intense heat that week – some in only two days!  So, by the end of the 

week, we released them into our school grounds.  Some were ready to fly and couldn’t wait to 

escape – others needed some persuasion! 

 

            
 

When we released our butterflies, we took a walk around the school grounds to see where they 

would be able to get food and were surprised to see that there are very few flowers for them.  

This inspired us to write persuasive letters to Miss Spark to ask if she could plant more flowers, 

leave grass uncut or maybe even create a butterfly garden.  She read our letters and wrote a 

response informing us that she will be purchasing flowers for our school grounds and that we 

can help her to plant them!  We are so excited that we have brought about this important 

change. 

 
In Art, we have been using minibeasts as inspiration for some fantastic printing.  We have 

experimented with mono-printing, subtractive transfer and block printing and then designed and 

created a final piece to showcase our skills. 
 

     
   

 

 



FoFJS 

 
 



FoFJS– We need you! 
 

 



Year 5 
 
 
Last week year 5 had a fantastic trip to Fareham Live. They got to experience 
a live singer, full orchestra and a jazz band. Throughout the performance they 
were a fantastic audience, joining in with clapping rhythms, conducting the 
band and showing appreciation for the musical talent on show. What a 
fantastic live music opportunity, well done year 5! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have also been busy concluding our art clay pot unit, after perfecting the shape of their 
designs we left them to dry out and started to thinking about what patterns and shapes we could 
decorate them with. Traditionally, Greek pot were painted orange with black outlines or black 
with gold outlines for a more expensive look. The children followed this concept and produced 
some beautiful designs – can you spot the intricate patterns in the pictures below? 
Using the knowledge gained from our history unit all about Ancient Greeks, the children have 
spent time writing their own scripts and filming their own ‘BBC bitesize’ style information clips. It 
was great to see the children get into different roles and test out their acting skills. Since filming 
they have also used editing software to add special effects and titles. We have also enjoyed 
watching each other’s final products during our screening afternoon.  
We wish Year 5 a fantastic summer and say a huge well done for everything they have achieved 
this academic year.  

End of term treat– Thank you PTA 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank our PTA and everybody who has 
supported them this academic year. They raise vital funds to improve our school 
and experiences for our children. What a treat the inflatables were at the end of 
term, a fun and memorable way to end the academic year! 
 

 



Year 6 
 
It has been another busy and exciting time for 
our Year 6 pupils as they prepare for the final 
part of their journey at Freegrounds Junior 
School. Rehearsals for our production of We Will 
Rock You were in full swing, with the children 
working hard to learn their lines, songs and 
choreography. Their performances were a 
fantastic opportunity to showcase all of their 
hard work and celebrate their achievements with 
the school community. They truly gave a 
performance that Freddie Mercury himself would 
have been proud of! 

The children have also been reflecting on their 
time at Freegrounds, celebrating the progress 
they have made over the past four years and 
sharing some of their favourite memories. It was 
wonderful to see them create pieces of work that 
captured their aspirations for the future. 

Year 6 have certainly had a memorable journey at Freegrounds Junior School, embracing many 
opportunities to learn, develop and grow. We wish them every success as they move on to the 
next exciting chapter! 

Key Dates: 
Tuesday 21st July @ 5:00—6:30pm- School Y6 Leavers’ Party 
Wednesday 22nd July @ 2:30pm– Y6 Leavers’ Assembly for parents and carers 

Message from Family Support Worker 
 

 

 

 

As we reach the end of another wonderful school year, I would like to take a moment to 
wish our Year 6 children and their families all the very best as they begin the exciting next 
chapter of their journey. It has been a privilege to get to know so many of you over the 
years, and I hope you leave Freegrounds Junior School with happy memories, confidence, 
and the knowledge that you can achieve great things. Thank you for the trust, support, 
and encouragement you have shown throughout your time with us. 

I would also like to say a huge thank you to all the parents and carers who have attended 
our coffee mornings this year. They have gone from strength to strength, and that is en-
tirely because of your willingness to come along, share your experiences, ask questions, 
and support one another. Your engagement is making a real difference, and ultimately 
your children are the ones who benefit most. 

Together, we have explored the Empowerment Approach, developing a shared under-
standing of how we can support children as they navigate life's challenges. By working in 
partnership and using a consistent approach at home and at school, we are building 
strong foundations for effective communication, emotional wellbeing, and positive rela-
tionships. I hope that as you continue to embrace these ideas, you will see your relation-



Competition 

 
 
 
 



After School clubs 
 
So many girls from across the school have displayed wonderful confidence and enthusiasm 
when trying football for the first time during our Freegrounds World Cup matches, we 
approached ICON and asked them to run a brand new Girls only football club after school. 
Please speak to your child about whether this is something they’d like to try, as there was so 
much talent and potential on display! 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After School clubs– Autumn term 
 

 

Monday 

School choir 

Theatre Kidz 

Girls Football– ICON 

 

Tuesday 

Funky Play Bricks (Lego) 

Netball 

 

Wednesday 

Multi-sports– ICON 

Crafty Crocs (Arts and Crafts) 

 

Thursday  

Years 5 and 6 football– ICON 

 

Friday 

Years 3 and 4 football– ICON 

Parent Governor Vacancy 

We have a vacancy for a new Parent Governor. Governors play an important role in shaping the 
direction and sustained improvement of our school. It is important that our governing body is 
made up of members with a diverse range of experiences and skill sets therefore experience of 
working in a primary school setting is not required.  

If you are interested in the role and want to find out more, please contact our admin team via 
email at admin@freegrounds-jun.hants.sch.uk.  

Tesco grant 

We are delighted to announce that from Monday 3rd August until November 2026, 
you can vote for us in the following Tesco stores by collecting the blue tokens. You 
will need to make a purchase within store, of any value, and will receive one token 
per transaction to put in the in-store box.   

2156 Burseldon Towers Extra SO31 8GN 
5141 Hedge End Tanhouse Lane Express Express SO30 0UG 
5618 Hedge End Express Express SO30 2US  

The funding we receive will be used to develop forest school provision within our school grounds.   



Diary Dates 

 

Tuesday 21st July– Year 6 Leavers’ Party (5:00pm-6:30pm) 

Wednesday 22nd July– Year 6 Leavers’ assembly for parents– (2:30pm) 

Wednesday 22nd July– LAST DAY OF TERM 

 

Thursday 23rd July—Monday 31st August– SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

 

Tuesday 1st September 2026– INSET DAY 

Wednesday 2nd September 2026– RETURN TO SCHOOL 

Friday 25th-Monday 28th September– Year 6 Little Canada Residential 

Wednesday 30th September– Year 4 Southampton Art gallery trip 

Thursday 8th October– Yellow photography individual photos 

Friday 23rd October 2026– INSET DAY 

 

Monday 26th October—Friday 30th October– HALF TERM 

 

Monday 2nd November 2026– RETURN TO SCHOOL  

Monday 2nd November-Wednesday 4th November– Year 6 Bikeability 

Tuesday 3rd November– Year 3 Butser Ancient Farm trip 

Thursday 5th November– 1 X Y5 class Beaulieu river trip  

Friday 6th November– Pupil Voice Houses of Parliament trip (details TBC) 

Monday 9th November– 1 x Y5 class to Beaulieu river trip  

Thursday 12th November– Year 5 Wessex River Trust in school 

Friday 13th November– 1 x Y5 class to Beaulieu river trip 

Friday 13th November– FoFJS Disco (details TBC) 

Thursday 26th November– 1 x Y4 class Saxon trip to Sustainability centre 

Friday 27th November– INSET DAY 

Wednesday 2nd December– 1 x Y4 class Saxon trip to Sustainability centre 



Free holiday activities and meals for eligible children 



Water Safety 



Eastleigh Active Summer 2026 



Eastleigh Active Summer 2026 



Summer Holiday camp 


